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Abstract:

The purpose of this study was to determine the most
important factors that lead students in preparatory year at king
Khalid University to choose their academic major.
Furthermore, this study investigated whether there were
relationship between the factors and selected demographic
variables such as gender, type of school, the educational level of
father, and the educational level of mother. The researcher
developed a survey to measure the factors effecting to choose of
the academic field. A total of 389 students completed the survey.

The results revealed that the most important factors
effecting students in preparatory year at king Khalid University
in selecting the major were: high school GPA, general aptitude
test, future goals, the reputation of the major, and the students’
personal tendency. In addition, the results showed that there
were no significant differences between the factors and
demographic variables of gender, type of school, the
educational level of father, and the educational level of mother.

Key words: type of school, general aptitude test, and Saudi
job market.
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