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The Perceived Motivational Climate as a Mediating
Variable in the Relationship Between Competitive
Anxiety and Achievement Motivation Among
Academically Outstanding University Students
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ABSTRACT:

The research aimed to reveal the possibility of achieving the proposed
model of the relationship between competitive anxiety as an independent
variable and achievement motivation as a dependent variable through the
perceived motivational climate as a mediating variable, as well as to uncover
the direct and indirect effects of the research variables among a sample of
High-Achieving University Students. The sample consisted of 380 students,
selected from the Faculty of Education for Boys at Al-Azhar University,
including 180 students from the literary specialization and 200 students from
the scientific specialization, with ages ranging from 18 to 22 years, with a
mean age of 20.54 years and a standard deviation of 3.63. The researchers
prepared two scales: Perceived Motivational Climate and Competitive
Anxiety, while the Achievement Motivation Scale was prepared by Khalifa
(2006)., employing the descriptive approach. Using the statistical method of
"Path Analysis" to verify the model through the statistical program (AMOS
V.26), the study results showed a fit for the path analysis model between
competitive anxiety, perceived motivational climate, and achievement
motivation. The results indicated direct negative effects of competitive anxiety
on both perceived motivational climate and achievement motivation, while the
perceived motivational climate had a direct positive effect on achievement
motivation. The results also clarified that the perceived motivational climate
plays a full mediating role in the relationship between competitive anxiety and
achievement motivation. Regarding differences according to specialization
(scientific/literary), the results indicated statistically significant differences in
competitive anxiety in favor of scientific specialization students, while no
significant differences were found in perceived motivational climate and
achievement motivation.

Keywords: Perceived Motivational Climate, Competitive Anxiety,
Achievement Motivation, Academically High-Achieving University Students.
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