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The Educational Needs of the Elderly in Light of Some Societal
Theories
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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to identify the most important educational needs
of the elderly and some societal theories that explain such needs. To
achieve the research objectives, the researcher used the descriptive
approach. The research identified some educational needs that are
related to the elderly; the most important of which were: the social
needs to form social relations with individuals in order to live in
harmony with his surroundings with his values, systems and
institutions. The psychological needs especially by those surrounding
him from the children and grandchildren as the elderly need to feel a
sense of success and that s/he is still strong and able to accomplish
work. The health needs, whether by their families or social care
institutions. The economic needs through the elderly participation in
the development processes and benefit from their expertise in their
specialization with the possibility of retraining them in the work that
suit their physical and mental abilities. The recreational needs by
practicing some favorite recreational activities. in which they express
their feelings and highlight their talents. The cultural and informational
needs that they have an opportunity to contribute to the development
and production as long as they are able to give. Finally, religious needs
are summarized in preparing the necessary religious or jurisprudential
programs for the elderly. The research made a series of
recommendations and suggestions that contribute to meeting those
needs and providing them for the elderly.

Keywords: Educational Needs, the Elderly, Societal Theories.
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