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Common Rhetorical Thinking Styles among Secondary School
Students and Their Availability in the Content of the Verbal
General Ability Test Questions in the Light of the Elements of
Pragmatic Analysis of the Discourse
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Valley University, Egypt.
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ABSTRACT

The current study aimed to determine the characteristics of the rhetorical
thinking methods in the light of the elements of pragmatic analysis of the
types of discourse and assess the awareness of secondary school students.
The study also aimed to determine their availability in the content of the
verbal general abilities test in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: Rhetorical based
on employing (6) pragmatic elements to analyze (7) types of discourse. The
study, through employing the scenarios method, identified a large number of
characteristics that were classified according to pragmatic elements, and this
classification resulted in the creation of a list that included (138) pragmatic
properties, classified under (16) methods of rhetorical thinking, and in light
of this list, the researcher prepared a questionnaire about the awareness of
secondary school students in rhetorical thinking methods, as well as a form
for analyzing the content of verbal abilities test questions, and they were
administered to the research sample (240 male and female students). The
results indicated that administering the study instruments to the low levels of
awareness of secondary school students with (10) types of rhetorical thinking
methods, and their level of awareness was medium in terms of four types;
however, their awareness levels were high in terms of two types, and such
results may indicate the need for secondary school students to learn about
rhetorical thinking methods and study the purposes and contexts of their use,
and how to employ them. The results also indicated that the study group of
verbal general abiﬁties test models included (7) types of rhetorical thinking
methods. The current study recommended teaching rhetorical thinking
methods within the rhetorical curriculum at the secondary stage. The study
also made a number of recommendations related to comp%eting further
research to study rhetorical thinking methods.

Keywords: Rhetorical Thinking Methods, Pragmatic Analysis of Discourse ,
General Abilities Test.
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