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Abstract:

The research aimed to define the specifications of the courses in terms of
the Progress in International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS), and to
identify the similarities between the course specifications of developed
countries. It also aimed to evaluate the courses Saudi Arabia according
to its standards. This research used the descriptive analytical approach,
which consist of (63) countries. The samples were chosen using the
intentional approach where the first five places were chosen as follow:
the Russian Federation, Singapore, Hong Kong, Ireland and Finland in
the (PIRLS Test). The approach followed the analytical descriptive and
used one card for analysis and another one for evaluation to fetch its
data. The findings reached (29) main phrases, and (17) sub-phrases that
describe the approaches of the developed countries in terms of the
Progress in International Reading Literacy Study. The ratio of
similarity between the approaches of the chosen countries is
approximately (93%). The specifications of the courses of Saudi Arabia
have matched with those countries in (20) standards which is
approximately (61%), where the ratio of dissimilarity is approximately
39% which consider as a significant difference. The researchers
recommended to focus on language / reading in the primary grades and
allocating approximately (40%) of the time to develop students’ skills.
They also recommended to add the fourth elementary class to the
primary grades and focusing on the main skills of the students in the
primary grades. Furthermore, the researchers suggested to adoptee
course structure that focuses on the student making it the focus of the
educational system such as activity approach and adjusting students
’attitudes towards reading to make them enjoy it and have a literary
experience. Also, one of the recommendations is to make reading a vital
for student learning in the rest of the following grades for the fourth
grade of primary school. Some recommendations were also proposed.

Key words: approach evaluation, fourth elementary class in saudi
arabia, standards of the developed countries in the progress in
international reading literacy study (PIRLS).
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